Tel: +30 2310 461 172 ext. 213 / 221

E-mail: dimitrios.avtzis@elgo.gr / dimitrios.avizis@gmail.com

DimITRIOS N. AvTZIS
Forest Research Institute of Thessaloniki

Hellenic Agricultural Organization Demeter A: Postal code 57006 P.O. 1063, Vasilika, Thessaloniki, Greece
Education
Doctorate University of Life Sciences and Natural Resources, Vienna, Austria
2006 Institute of Forest Entomology, Forest Pathology and Forest Protection (magna cum
laude)

Dissertation: Phylogeography of Pityogenes chalcographus, ecological aspects

Bachelor diploma Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
(MSC equivalent) School of Forestry and Natural Environment
2003

Professional/Work Experience

Forest Research Institute, ELGO-DIMITRA, Thessaloniki, Greece 2010 - present
Forest Entomologist Researcher
(2010-2020: Assistant researcher; Principal researcher)

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece 2008-2009
Post-Doctoral Researcher “Study and analysis of the genetic diversity of the bark beetle

Pityogenes chalcographus and its host tree Picea abies in the southernmost region of their

distribution”

International Hellenic University, Greece 2007-2008
Lead Researcher in project “Genetic mapping and analysis of the mitochondrial genome of
Pityogenes chalcographus (Coleoptera, Scolytinae)”

International Hellenic University / Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece 2006-2007
Researcher in “ManagMed — Integrated Development and Management of Natura 2000
Protected areas through innovative techniques in East Mediterranean” (Interreg Ill B Archimed)

Research experience in the forest insects

= Head of the national laboratory responsible for the implementation of the National survey program for the recognition
and maintenance of “protected zones” against some organisms harmful to plants, with focus on forest pests and
pathogens (since 2010).

= Deputy coordinator of the IUFRO WP 7.03.05 on the Ecology and management of bark and wood boring insects (since
2017).
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=  Participation in studies and several projects on the early detection system, monitoring and biological control of endemic
and invasive forest insects (e.g. Dryocosmus kuriphilus, Xylotrechus chinensis, Cydalima perspectalis, Corythucha
arcuata).

= Member of CITES Committee of Greece since 2020.

Research Interests

= Establishing network of traps and observations that would allow an “early warning system” against invasive pests —
identification of invasive insect species.

= Evaluating the impact of Ice Ages on the shaping of the currently observed patterns of genetic diversity among
intraspecific populations of insects.

= Planning and implementation of classical biological control programs against invasive insect species.

= Assessing biodiversity of insect communities and relating them with environmental parameters.

Research Experience / Projects (selected of relevant projects)

2010 - present “National survey program for the recognition and maintenance of “protected zones”
against some organisms harmful to plants”

= Contracting Authority: Benaki Phytopathological Institute

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Responsible for the organization and application of surveys against forest
insects and nematodes in Greece. Besides providing Forest Services with the necessary
materials and knowledge (through annual seminars), the Lab of Forest Entomology and
Nematology is responsible for analysing the examining the samples collected in the
framework of surveys.

2024 “Control of the infestation of the palm forest of Vai by the Red pal weevil
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus”

=  Contracting Authority: Green Fund

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

Responsibilities: Responsible for the planning of control measures that aim at restricting the
infestation by the red palm weevil in the palm forest of Vai.

2023 “Conservation of ground dwelling insects in the Management Body of Rodopi
Mountain Range National Park”

=  Contracting Authority: N.E.C.C.A.

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

Responsibilities: Responsible for trapping, monitoring, identification and recording of ground
dwelling insects in the Management Body of Rodopi Mountain Range National Park.

2019-2022 “Biological control of the Asian Chestnut Gall Wasp by releasing Torymus sinensis”
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=  Contracting Authority: Benaki Phytopathological Institute

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator — Team Member

= Responsibilities: Release of Torymus sinensis and subsequent assessment of its
establishment.

2017-2018 “Collection and study of Marchalina hellenica populations from Greece”

=  Contracting Authority: CAB international

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Sampling of M. hellenica populations from Greece and assessment of the
natural enemies found among its egg masses.

2020-2023 “PCN489 Biological Control of Giant Pine Scale in Australia”

=  Contracting Authority: Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions (DJPR) of the State of
Victoria (Australia)

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Assessment of the feasibility of applying a classical biological control agent
against the Giant Pine Scale that has recently invaded Australia

2010-2011 “LIFEO8 ENV/GR/000554 / AdaptFor - Adaptation of forest management to climate
change in Greece.”

=  Contracting Authority: Goulandris Natural History Museum / Greek Biotope — Wetland
Centre

=  Position in the Project Team: Team researcher

= Responsibilities: Identification and evaluation of the biotic (insect) threats of study areas.

2012-2015 “Thalis SAGE — Conservation through religion: the Sacred Groves of Epirus”

=  Contracting Authority: University of loannina

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Assessment of biodiversity within insect communities in Sacred Groves and
compare the results with indices from control sites that exhibited similar features.
Summarizing the results obtained from various other groups of organisms in order to come to
a holistic and robust conclusion.

2014-2016 “Monitoring and assessment of the conservation degree and status of conservation of
invertebrate species of community interest in the Management Body of Rodopi
mountains National Park, National Park of East Macedonia and Thrace, and Olympus
National Park”
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=  Contracting Authority: Homeotech

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Field sampling, assessment of the data collected and preparation of
deliverables.

2015-2016 “Monitoring and assessment of the conservation degree and status of conservation of
invertebrate species of community interest in the National Forest Park of Dadia -
Lefkimi - Soufli”

=  Contracting Authority: Homeotech

= Position in the Project Team: Scientific coordinator

= Responsibilities: Field sampling, assessment of the data collected and preparation of
deliverables.
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